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FACT AND COMMENT.

It was not te bo oxpocted that
the City Councii’'s so-caiiod ‘‘zon-
ing" schemo would find favor wlth
‘thoso whono proporty interests nte
advorsoly affpoted, and in tho st
of tho vigorola protosts that lhuve

recently heen filed it would seom
that tho city gunrdinpns have pnved
thoe way for a battie In the comts
1t, as tho Wilshiro Improvenient As.
'sociation contends, tho Council'y
roning ordinances, in impoking tou
drastic liniltations on certuin busi-
nesy ontorpriges necessary to the
convenlenco | of cartidn nelghbor-

oods, have seriously jeopunrdized
many dnvestmont proportles, it
wouid be muoh better to recall the
obnoxicus legialation and make o
fresh atart. This obviously would
08 tne better pian, rather thnn to
,perslst in' sustalnlng un untonable
, Dositlon whlle @ragging many Inne-
lnent propeorty owners inte expenalve
' Ntigatian,

Yiet..g tho wituatiun Impartinlly,
Jt would seom that the Counell has
aeted on the faulty premise that all
‘business should be driven frem a
‘Wido area assumed to be- purely
Teeldentlal, Few dispute the faet
sthat wo need a Lroad, senslbly-ar-
ranged zonlng plap that will tend
to enhance the beauty and architee-
tural eharactor of the elty: but this
‘doos net fimply that the subjeet
should be Handled as fish te seine
JAand 1lsh to ethers. Quite n tho
contrary, it shouid he the alm of
the Councll and all rcsponsible clty-
Pplanning authorities te "zene” tho
;munlcipality as a whole Instoad of
plecomeal, and with a view to caro-
fully balanelng every sgectlon ae tu
‘1ts residentlal, buslness and indus-
trial roquirements. As long as our
munleipal managers think of the
<ity In the narrow terms of a single
weetion or a singlo nelghborhoed,
they wifl Invite just sueh protosts

8 have arison over thelr seomingly
fil-advised zonlng regulatiens which
‘have aroused the eambativo spirlt of
‘the Wilshiro dlstriet. -

'.Morlo Beneflts.
), Not everybody iz agrood as to the
offoet of motien-plcture studlos on
he property vajues in certaln res-
Jgential districts., Some held that
the advent of the film produeer,
herever he has planted ‘hls feot,
a8 ushorcd In the original twenty-
our-carat dawn; that ero fie eame
‘we wero monoyless, dispirited, luck-
{less, grayed In our poveorty, as it
}were, but now that wo have him wae
[ha.Ve scquirad a kind of Monte
Christo outlook over the whole
Jworld, It sounds woll as one stands
on that side of the streat.
# But horo arlses a eltizen to ex-
‘Press A contrary vlew, ono aceepted
10 be slneeroly sald because it ear-
3ies a prico which most of us dis-

Ke to pay. Aubert’ E. Bruce, a
rosident of Iollywood, with offices
in the Hollingsworth Buildlng, has
iwritten the follewlng communicatlon
Ito tho Faet and ComMment man apro-
pos tho llttle hornet's nest stirred
up reeently by tho dlsconsolate ple-
turo man who hjew o heot blay: of
‘pent-up wrath at our want of mu-
itleipal fellowshlnp:

. "I have beon a resldent of Hal-
Jywood for ten und cnehalf years
IAll the real estate XL swn_in the
,wm-ld is In Hollywood. Personally,
§ would be willlng to ses a depre-
lglation of GO per cent In the value
of my holdlags If we eould be rid
of the moving-pleture industey."

‘ We read Mr. Bruee's misslve twice
‘wjthout finding an anewer elther to
gcanvey commendation or rebuke.
Perhaps he has attended a reeent
Broadway , film performance and
there aerqitired a jaundieed view of
iife. L% any rate, his statament 1
"sweeping In that it fLalls te gl
|honer where honor may be due. I:
+hle mind runs back for o stretch
|snte tho family affalrs of Holly-
wood, he wlll roeeali that, ere the
film man eamae, it slumbered peaee-
fully and remotely, with nosgreater
‘exeltement than pleking popples aon
{ts hillsldes to stlr its velns Now It
iteems with lfe, Progress has cor-
ltainly hit Its hlggest stride In Hel-
lywood, and with pregresa has come
Jrosperity, plus a sllghtly swelllng
ehest,

Wao nre not sure that Ilollvweed
rhould deery the actor. Certainly
there Is ne evidence that It has
learned to despise his eoln, 'There
-have been tlmey when we serlously
regretted what the movie inan has
‘done te certaln speots along our
‘once-beloved Sunset boulevard, byt
thut defacement has heen a seort of
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60«40 transgrcsslon, wlth" tho 11olly-
wood proporty owner on tho long
cnd of tho guljit. Wo know, too,
that Hollywood has aequircd habits
of thrift, ns regurds the rcntal obil-
gations of not alone the actor but
the world at lJarge that In many
Instanecs, sinco tho supply of roofs
began to run low, havo stopped ncek
and nock with the splritunl In-
stinets of the mun who inventcd tho
fumous wooden nutnmeg.

——
Overlnoking o Bet.

Scldom does It como to pass that
a Los Angecles rcaltor s found
asleep at his post, with a real, live
“selllng prospect” In sight. Yot
here is an oxamplo which provos
that all things aro not scen allko
through the samo tolcsacopo.

In tha Fret and Comment columns
last weok we referrod to tho floccld
trecatment necorded last winter's
acuto liousing shortago by two "in-
vestigating” members of tho Los
Angcles Realty Beosrd, who dig-
missed the wldespread clamor for
{iving accommodatlions as .a ‘“ru-
mor.” ,That this was an fll-chosen
term was Indicated in tho several
commondatory eommunlecations
whiclt our critleism ovoked. How-
ever, wo are always hopeful of msan
at somo thne reachlng tho mending
point In hiuman error; and oppor-
tunity stlll seenis open )n this In-
stancs.

Truthh I3 never a8 unpleasant as
It seems to thoso who would avoid
its penotruting light. About overy-
body s aware that last winter, at
tho height of tho tourist rush, there
was o serious housing shortage, and
not a [ew went uhaccommodated,.
If thosa realtors recently charged
with -an Inquiry.Into tho faets dls-
puto this point, wec are In position
to putthem In toueh with tho fscts,

It may be, howeser, that not ev-
crybody, particularly nmong these
“Investigating realtors,’” iy aware of
tho tremendous volumo of bullding
which has boen aceomplished sinco
last svintor's housing troubles bo-
camo known. 1p round flgures, about
$3.000,000 worth of° bulldings, In-
cluding dwellings, flats nand apart-
ment bouses, have been risen each
month for tho last six or seven
months, According to the Realty
Sourd's own statement, In tho thres
montha covering January., Fobruary
yvud Marcit of this ycar, a total of
hirty-one apartment houses, two ho-
ols, twenty -six flats and 1638 dwell-
ngy were erceted, valued nt $6,377,-
163, 1t 18 estimated that thes¢ houy-
lug accommodations wlili cafs for
3910 persons,

The full bHullding program, of
rourse. 1s not completo and wlil not
he for somc time. But meantimo,
a4 It oceurs to the Fart and Cont-
ntent man, It seems hetter buslness
and elearer loglc for tho Realty
Board to spread broadly wlut has
heen netuully accomplished to meet
next winter's demiand for tourist nc-
commodations than to soft-pedal
tho subject becatise some fear to tell
the whole trutl about last wintor's
shortcomings. The time and place
to have done some good missionary
waot lt, with pletures of the 10wWs
upon rows of new flats, apartment
buiidings and heomes recently com-
pleted and others rislng, would
havg becen at tho reeent ILansas CIty
conventlon of the Natlonal Assoclio~
tion ¢f Ilenl Estnteo Boards, Xvery
realtor ©nith even the remotest In-
terest In Los Angoles would have
been glad cnough to see this visual

cvldenco of our bullding thrift. por2



