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HE CITY HALL INVESTIGATION

The grand jury’s investigation into
spot zoning, -garbage contracts, paving,
street jJighting and other city public-
works ru’fairs ‘will be prosecuted with a
fervent hope ‘on the part of citizens and
4$axpayers-that the inquisitorial hody
will have better luck in getting out the
facts than - other agencles have had m'
the nast.

Thers is not much doubt in the pub-
lic mind that all has not been on the
up and up at the City Hall, but getting -
_positive proof of delinguepcy - on the
part.of any particular person is diffi-
cult. ‘It is several years since anybody
connected: with a city - administrafion
has been caught with the goods, though
there have been plenty of . uf’Iy sus-
picions.. :

The refusal of any ofﬁcial 10 answer
quastions before the’ grand’ Jury Is
within. his:legal right,-but” should™ not-
be. A very simple law could cure such .
‘a situation. Let it be' provided that any |
public officer or officer of the court (so
as to include lawyers) who refuses to
answer & proper inquiry by the grand
jury shall. thereby automatically for-
feit office or right to practice, as the
case may be, and justice will be consid-
erably ‘expedited. Such a. provision
would make officers and lawyers more .
cereful of their conduct, . or if: they
failed to be careful would ‘get-rid of
them expeditiously, without:interfering |
with the principle that no man can be |
forced to incriminate himself.

No public officer has a moral right
to refuse to render an accounting of
his actions, whenever he is called upon
to do so by a proper public body Being
ready to tell all at any time is one. of
the obligations of the  job and office
should neither be sought or held.by one
not willing to comply with thls condi-
tion. ‘




