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ant step forward with the
etablishment by ordinance
of a Cultural Heritage Board,
which has the job of preserv-

ing and protecting the land-

marks of the past.

- For the first time, there is
2 city law with teeth in it
that can prevent a property

ewner from destroying an
historic building—up to a:

maximum of 360 days.

: "This means we can pre-
serve our valuable historic
assets and still protect the
rights of the property own-
er," says William Woollett,
I.os Angeles architect who
heads the board.

. For example, the board

to stir up community inter-
est in saving the building.
Frank E. Mosher of Glen-
dale, who is on the commit-
tee for the preservation of
historic buildings in the
Southern California chapter
of the American Institute or
Architects, is assisting the
g,;_roup in an advisory capac-
ity. .

: The cost of rehabilitating
the structure is estimated by
city officials at $40,000. A
parks department spokes-
man points -out that funds
are not available for such
a project. . o
* Bolton Hall's fate stands
in abeyance. However, any.
move to tear down the old]
gtructure will run ‘into- a

Cultural Heritage Board and
other interested groups time
to gather community finan-
cial and moral support for
saving the historic building.

Wollett, a Glendale res-
ident, points out that the
decision to put the "historic"
label on a structure follows
careful guidelines. The code
definition is as follows:

* . .. Any site (including
significant trees or ather

plant life located thereon).

building or “structure of

' particular history or cultural
|significance to the city of

Los Angeles."

Historic sites are those in

which "the broad cultural,

landmarks committee of the
Southern California chap-
ter, American Institute of
Architects; Carl Dentzel,
director of the Southwest
Museumin Highiand Park;|
Mrs. Bonnie Riedel, -city
commission member; Mrs,
Edith Gibbs, amateur histo-
rian, and Mrs. Francis Sulli-
van, state chairman of Cali-
fornia history and land-
marks committee, Native
Daughters of the Golden
West.

has already declared several
sites to be historical struc:]
tures, and the owners are
specifically enjoined from
destroying or altering them
without permission of the
Cultural Heritage Board.
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can ask the city Art Com-

mission to cancel the objec-

tion of its subsidiary board,

and if the objection is can-

celled, then the alteration,

removal or demolition can

go ahead.

Tujunga Structure

- The historic Bolton Hall
at Commerce Ave, and Val-
mont St., Tujunga, is one of
the structures.

* In its official action stamp-
thg Boiton Hall as a historic
site, the board has put itself
shjuarely in the controversy
aver whether to rehabilitate
dr demolish the structure,
Which recreation and park
department reports have la-
Leled "an obsolete building.”

. The hall, built in 1913, has
stood empty and deserted for
vears on a weed-choked lot.
Vandals have left their mark
on the historic landmark
many times.

" The parks department re-
cently earmarked an undis-
closed amount from bond
sales to acquire land adja-
cent to the building for a
park. The department also
spent several hundred dol-
lJar repairing the vandalism
when it took over the struc-
ture last May.




