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In a surprising turnaround, the Los
Angeles City Couneii balked Tuesday at
approving an ordinance imposing tempo-
rary buiiding restrietions on the Vailey
Viliage area of North Hoiiywood, appear-
ing Lo doom the meastre,

By a 10-1 vole, the counell sent the
proposal back to the Plannlng and Envl-.
ronment Committee for further study.
Couneilman Joel Waehs, who authored the
measure, then deelared It dead.

Waehs attributed the eouncii’s aetion to
fast-minute lobbylng by ex-Couneilman
Arthur K. Snyder, who urged eouneli
members Lo defeat the proposal,

“The only thing that has changed sinee
the first vole is reapportionment ‘and
Arthur Snyder becoming involved,” said
Waehs, who represenis part of Valley
Viiiage. The ordinance, whieh wouid limit
the height of new bulldings in the area to
two stories, was tenialively approved by
the eouneil Sept, 17ona 10-2 vote,

Snyder said he was hired a week agoby a
deveioper who is sccking to build an
apariment complex on Riverside Drive in
the Valley Village area ahd who wanted an
exemption from the buiiding restrietions.

Snyder sald he was pleased that Wachs
attributed the eouncil turnaround to his
lobbying. “That'a very nice of him,” the
former councilman said.

Whachs Cites Favors Owed

Wachs contended that Snyder perauaded
a number of councli membera, inciuding
Hai Bernson and John Ferraro, to with-
draw their support for the ordinanee, “A lot
of them owe him favora,” Wachs aald,

A final vole on the measure had been
delayed until Tuesday to give Ferraro, who
gained part of the Vailey VillageareaIn the
council’s recent redistricting, time Lo study
theissue.

. The arca is south of Burbank Boulcvard,
west of the Hollywood Frecway, cast of the
Tujunga Wash next Lo Coldwater Canyon
Boulevard and north of the Ventura Free-
way.

Perraro said Tuesday that he supports
the building limits, but voted to send the
measure back to eommittee because "the
voteg are not here lo support the moratori-
um,'

Ten votes were required for approval,

Bernson said a réview of the issues,
ineluding those brought to his attention by
Snyder, prompted him to decide that the
proposal was a bad idea,

Wachs introdueced the measure last
Mareh while the areca was entirely in his
distriet. He was responding to homeowner
complaints about parking problems, traffie
congestion and bloeked views from eon-
struction of five-story apartment buildings
next to their single-famiiy residences,

Although ealied a moratorium, the mea-
sure wouid not ban building in the three-
square-mile Vailey Village area, Rather, it
would severely restriel eonstruetion until
eity planners eould eonduet pubiie hearings
on new, permanent development iimits.
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The measure would restriet construction
to the jowest density ailowed under exist-
ing zoning and would limit ail new buiid-
ings to two stories. It also wouid iimit the
square footage of commereial deveiopment
to 1% times the size of the lot.

Crities of the measure contended it was
overly broad.

New Proposal Due Nov. 14

Bernson, who prevlously voted for the
measure, sald he iearned that theordinance
wouid restrlet bullding in arcas that are
already Intensely deveioped with apart-
ments, such as a seetion of Riverside Drive
near the Hollywood Freeway where Sny-
der's client owns property.

Bernson, who serves on the Pianning
and Environment Committee, said the
committee wouid reexamine the ordinance
with an eye toward exempting arcas where
intense deveiopment has already oceurred.
The eommittee was {nstrueted to report
back to the fuii eouneil with a new proposai

on Nov. 14,

Waehs and Couneilman Zev Yarosiav-
sky, who also gained part of the arca in the
redistrieting, cxpressed skepticism that a
building moratorium with exemptions
would do any good, Nonetheiess, they
supported sending the measure back to
eommitlece.

About a dozen peopie from each side
spoke al a publie hearing before the eouneil
vote. Both sides elaimed that the value of
their property was the main issue.

Opponents conlended that the measurc
wouid reduce the value of Lheir iand by
iimiting its development polential. They
aiso argued that it would be unfair to deny
them the right to build apartments when
mosl of the surrounding land has been
intensely developed.

Brian Mcldon Llold Lthe couneil that his
mother “has no means of supporl” and
“wiii probabiy end up on welfare beeause
you're trying to take away the value of her
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property.” -

Supporting the proposed restrie-
tions, Betty Biza said it is oo late to
save her Gentry Avenue house
from the ili effeets of eonstruetion
of an apartment house next door,
“but it isn't too late for other people
inourarea."”

“We desperately need your as-
sistanee to keep our neighborhood
from being boxed in by these
high-rise apartment buildings,”
she said.

*As we look out of our window,
every day this [apartment . house]
wail rises high and higher. And,
when it goes up to five stories. . .
we're going to lose our sun. We're
going to lose the value of our
property.”

Tuesday's hearing featured a
rare eouneil appearanee by Plan-
ning Commissioner Suzette Nei-
man, who spoke against the buiid-
ing restrietions,

“1 don't think it's fair,"”" she said.
“You have to give some eonsid-
eralion to areas whieh are totaliy
developed with R-3 and R-4,"
embraeing apariments and eondo-
miniums, "and there are oniy two
properties remaining that are R-1,"
meaning single-family residentiai.

Casting the lone voile against
sending the matter baek to eom-
mittee was Couneiiman Gilbert W,
Lindsay, who said he was prepared
to vote against the moratorium,

Tom Paterson, president of the
North Hollywood Residents Assn.,
said he is not ready to give up on
the building restrietions. “We ob-
viously have to lobby eouneii peo-
ple more intensely,” he said.



