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'L.A.Heritage

Commission

The Los Angeles Cultural Herl-
tage Commission is charged with
the designation, protection and re-
view of changes to buildings and
resources which represent the
clty's architectural and cultural
history, The Times reported (Aug.
3) that Mayor Tom Bradley has
appointed architect Takisha Shida,
AIA, and fashion designer Ruben
Panis to fill the commission's two
exiating vacancies,

The Los Angeles Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
enthusiastically supports the may-
or's nomination of an architect of
Shida's respected reputation.

In 1982, the AIA helped to create
the Cultural Heritage Commission.
Today, 26 years later, a new ordi-
nance strengthening the role of the
commission 18 under serious con-
sideration. The Historic Preserva-
tion Committee of the LA/AIA has
reviewed and heartily endorsed the
proposed ordinance changes.

Included in these recommenda-
tions is an increase in the number
of commissioners from five to sev-
en. In addition, the ordinance wiil
require that a majority of the
members be “highly qualified pro-
fegsionals from the field of historic
preservation, architecture, archi-
tectural history, law, economics,
planning and engineering.” When
the new ordinance is approved, we
recommend that two of the posi-
tions be filled by an architectural
historian and a preservation archi-
tect, :
The present members of the
commission, Dr, Amarjit Marwabh,
Velma Taylor, Olivia Rodriguez
and Gerald Yoshitomi, have .
worked diligently and energetical-
ly to preserve this city's land-
marks. The addition of architects
who are qualified in historic pres-
ervation will further increase the
effectiveness of this important
commission,
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