City Council Stiffens Penalties for Not Preserving Historic ...
PENELOPE McMILLAN TIMES STAFF WRITER

Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Dec 16, 1989;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times

pg. 43

City Council Stiffens Penalties for
Not Preserving Historic Properties

m Law: The ordinance clamps down on owners who illegally demolish or deliberately
neglect landmarks. It was prompted by the razing or deterioration of several historic

sites in recent years.

By PENELOPE McMILLAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

An ordinance designed to
strengthen Los Angeles’ historic-
cultural monuments laws by pe-
nalizing owners who illegally de-
molish or purposely neglect their
landmark properties was passed
unanimously Friday by the City
Council.

The new measure allows the city
to withhold new building permits
for five years on a site where a
designated city landmark was de-
molished without proper permits.

It also gives the city the right to
repair or fence in a monument
building if the owner has allowed it
to suffer from vandalism, fire or
severe deterioration—a situation
city officials call "“demolition by
neglect.” The city will now assess
the owners for the costs of protec-
tion and repair.

“This ordinance will give teeth
to the enforcement of the cultural
heritage ordinance,” said Council-
man Joel Wachs, who sponsored
the measure with Councilwoman
Gloria Molina. “The existing ordi-
nance didn’t give penalties to peo-
ple, and these penalties are tough
enough that it takes away the

incentive to go around the law."”

Wachs said that the ordinance
had been prompted by the at-
tempted demolitions and neglect of
such city landmarks as the McKin-
ley Mansion in Lafayette Park,
which an owner illegally tried to
tear down early this year, and the
Garden Court Apartments in Hol-
lywood, a once-luxurious apart-
ment house that became so deteri-
orated that it was nicknamed
Hotel Hell.”

Owners of both properties want-
ed to demolish the buildings and
redevelop the sites, despite city
monument designation. The city’s
existing historic-cultural monu-
ments ordinance gives the Cultural
Heritage Commission the ability to
delay—with City Council approv-
al—demolitions of designated
landmarks for as long as a year. At
teast 10 of the city’s 460 landmarks
have been torn down.

The owners of the 70-year-old
McKinley Mansion obtained an il-
legal demolition permit by using a
false address, according to city
officials, and put a bulldozer to the
Italian Renaissance-style resi-
dence last New Year’s Eve. Neigh-
bors called authorities, however,
and the demolition was stopped
before it was completed.

The Garden Court Apartments
were not so lucky. The former
home of actors and movie moguls
such as Louis B. Mayer, Fatty
Arbuckle and Mack Sennett was
declared a city monument in 1981.
But it was so vandalized and fire-
damaged that officials eventually
called it a public hazard and an
eyesore. It was demolished in 1984,

Another proposed ordinance,
still in draft form, could make it
even more difficult for owners to
demolish city cultural monuments,
Wachs said. This measure would
increase the time over which dem-
olitions could be delayed from one
to five years, and add a require-
ment that owners would have to
prove that the presence of the
landmark on their properties con-
stitutes an “‘economic hardship.”

The council vote Friday came
only hours after a fire, described by
a Los Angeles City Fire Depart-
ment official as *“suspicious,” gut-
ted a 92-year-old Highland Park
house that the city had designated
a historic-cultural landmark earli-
er this year over the objection of its
owners.

Fire Department official Pat Ma-
rek said the blaze, reported at 2:31
a.m. Friday, was '‘under investiga-
tion.”



