
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
DIVISION 13.  ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

CHAPTER 1.  POLICY

21000.  The Legislature finds and declares as follows:
   (a) The maintenance of a quality environment for the people of this state now 
       and in the future is a matter of statewide concern.
   (b) It is necessary to provide a high-quality environment that at all times is 
       healthful and pleasing to the senses and intellect of man.
   (c) There is a need to understand the relationship between the maintenance of 
       high-quality ecological systems and the general welfare of the people of the 
       state, including their enjoyment of the natural resources of the state.
   (d) The capacity of the environment is limited, and it is the intent of the 
       Legislature that the government of the state take immediate steps to 
       identify any critical thresholds for the health and safety of the people of 
       the state and take all coordinated actions necessary to prevent such 
       thresholds being reached.
   (e) Every citizen has a responsibility to contribute to the preservation and 
       enhancement of the environment.
   (f) The interrelationship of policies and practices in the management of natural 
       resources and waste disposal requires systematic and concerted efforts by 
       public and private interests to enhance environmental quality and to control 
       environmental pollution.
   (g) It is the intent of the Legislature that all agencies of the state government 

which regulate activities of private individuals, corporations, and public 
agencies which are found to affect the quality of the environment, shall 
regulate such activities so that major consideration is given to preventing 
environmental damage, while providing a decent home and satisfying living 
environment for every Californian.

21001.  The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of the state to:
   (a) Develop and maintain a high-quality environment now and in the future, 
       and take all action necessary to protect, rehabilitate, & enhance the  
       environmental quality of the state.

   (b) Take all action necessary to provide the people of this state with clean air and 
       water, enjoyment of aesthetic, natural, scenic, and historic environmental 
       qualities, and freedom from excessive noise.
   (c) Prevent the elimination of fish or wildlife species due to man's activities, 
       insure that fish and wildlife populations do not drop below self-perpetuating 

       levels, and preserve for future generations representations of all plant and 

       animal communities 

       and examples of the major periods of California history.

   (d) Ensure that the long-term protection of the environment, consistent with the 

       provision of a decent home and suitable living environment for every Californian, 

       shall be the guiding criterion in public decisions.

   (e) Create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can exist in productive 
       harmony to fulfill the social & economic requirements of present and future  
       generations.
   (f) Require governmental agencies at all levels to develop standards and procedures 
       necessary to protect environmental quality.
   (g) Require governmental agencies at all levels to consider qualitative factors as 
       well as economic and technical factors & long-term benefits and costs, in 
       addition to short-term benefits & costs and to consider alternatives to proposed 
       actions affecting the environment.



CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
DIVISION 13.  ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

CHAPTER 1.  POLICY

21002.  The Legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of the state that 
public agencies should not approve projects as proposed if there are feasible 
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which would substantially lessen 
the significant environmental effects of such projects, and that the procedures 
required by this division are intended to assist public agencies in systematically 
identifying both the significant effects of proposed projects and the feasible 
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures which will avoid or substantially lessen 
such significant effects. The Legislature further finds and declares that in the event 
specific economic, social, or other conditions make infeasible such project 
alternatives or such mitigation measures, individual projects may be approved in spite 
of one or more significant effects thereof.

21002.1. 
 In order to achieve the objectives set forth in Section 21002, the Legislature hereby 
finds and declares that the following policy shall apply to the use of environmental 
impact reports prepared pursuant to this division:
   (a) The purpose of an environmental impact report is to identify the significant 
       effects on the environment of a project, to identify alternatives to the 
       project, and to indicate the manner in which those significant effects can be 
       mitigated or avoided.
   (b) Each public agency shall mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the 
       environment of projects that it carries out or approves whenever it is feasible 
       to do so.
   (c) If economic, social, or other conditions make it infeasible to mitigate one or 
       more significant effects on the environment of a project, the project may 
       nonetheless be carried out or approved at the discretion of a public agency if 
       the project is otherwise permissible under applicable laws and regulations.
   (d) In applying the policies of subdivisions (b) and (c) to individual projects, the 

   responsibility of the lead agency shall differ from that of a responsible agency. 
   The lead agency shall be responsible for considering the effects, both 

individual and collective, of all activities involved in a project. A responsible 
agency shall be responsible for considering only the effects of those activities 
involved in a project which it is required by law to carry out or approve. This 
subdivision applies only to decisions by a public agency to carry out or approve 
a project and does not otherwise affect the scope of the comments that the 
public agency may wish to make pursuant to Section 21104 or 21153.

   (e) To provide more meaningful public disclosure, reduce the time and cost required 
to prepare an environmental impact report, and focus on potentially significant 
effects on the environment of a proposed project, lead agencies shall, in 
accordance with Section 21100, focus the discussion in the environmental impact 
report on those potential effects on the environment of a proposed project which 
the lead agency has determined are or may be significant. Lead agencies may 
limit discussion on other effects to a brief explanation as to why those effects 
are not potentially significant.
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CHAPTER 2.5.  DEFINITIONS

21060.5. "Environment" means the physical conditions which exist within the area which     
          will be affected by a proposed project, including land, air, water, minerals, 
          flora, fauna, noise, objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

21064.   "Negative declaration" means a written statement briefly describing the 
          reasons that a proposed project will not have a  significant effect on the 
          environment and does not require the preparation of an environmental impact 
          report.  A Negative Declaration is a document that describes the proposed 
          project, presents the findings, and states the reasons why the  decision 
          maker has concluded that there will be no significant effect. A completed 
          Initial Study must be attached to a Negative Declaration to support the 
          determination of no significant effect.
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21080.  (a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, this division shall apply 
to discretionary projects proposed to be carried out or approved by public agencies, 
including, but not limited to, the enactment and amendment of  zoning ordinances, the 
issuance of zoning variances, the issuance of conditional use permits, and the approval 
of tentative subdivision maps unless the project is exempt from this division.
   (b) This division does not apply to any of the following activities:
       (1) Ministerial projects proposed to be carried out or approved by public agencies.
       (2) Emergency repairs to public service facilities necessary to maintain service.
       (3) Projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to 
           maintain, repair, restore, demolish, or replace property or facilities 
           damaged or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster-stricken area 
           in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor pursuant 
           to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2 of the 
           Government Code.
       (4) Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency.
       (5) Projects which a public agency rejects or disapproves.
       (6) Actions undertaken by a public agency relating to any thermal powerplant 

site or facility, including the expenditure, obligation, or encumbrance of 
funds by a public agency for planning, engineering, or design purposes, or 
for the conditional sale or purchase of equipment, fuel, water (except 
groundwater), steam, or power for a thermal powerplant, if the powerplant 
site and related facility will be the subject of an environmental impact 
report, negative declaration, or other document, prepared pursuant to a 
regulatory program certified pursuant to Section 21080.5, which will be 
prepared by the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development 
Commission, by the Public Utilities Commission, or by the city or county in 
which the powerplant and related facility would be located if the 
environmental impact report, negative declaration, or document includes the 
environmental impact, if any, of the action described in this paragraph.

       (7) Activities or approvals necessary to the bidding for, hosting or staging of, 
and funding or carrying out of, an Olympic games under the authority of the 
International Olympic Committee, except for the construction of facilities 
necessary for the Olympic games.

       (8) The establishment, modification, structuring, restructuring, or approval of 
rates, tolls, fares, or other charges by public agencies which the   
public agency finds are for the purpose of (A) meeting operating expenses, 
including employee wage rates and fringe benefits, (B) purchasing or leasing 
supplies, equipment, or materials, (C) meeting financial reserve needs and 
requirements, (D) obtaining funds for capital projects necessary to maintain 
service within existing service areas, or (E) obtaining funds necessary to 
maintain those intracity transfers as are authorized by city charter. The 
public agency shall incorporate written findings in the record of any 
proceeding in which an exemption under this paragraph is claimed setting 
forth with specificity the basis for the claim of exemption.

       (9) All classes of projects designated pursuant to Section 21084.
      (10) A project for the institution or increase of passenger or commuter services 

on rail or highway rights-of-way already in use, including modernization of 
existing stations and parking facilities. For purposes of this paragraph, 
"highway" shall have the same meaning as defined in Section 360 of the 
Vehicle Code.

            

       



      (11) A project for the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service 
on high-occupancy vehicle lanes already in use, including the modernization 
of existing stations and parking facilities.

      (12) Facility extensions not to exceed four miles in length which are required 
for the transfer of passengers from or to exclusive public mass transit 
guideway or busway public transit services.

      (13) A project for the development of a regional transportation improvement  
program, the state transportation improvement program, or a congestion 
management program prepared pursuant to Section 65089 of the Government 
Code. 

      (14) Any project or portion thereof located in another state which will be 
subject to environmental impact review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 4321 et seq.) or similar state laws of that 
state. Any emissions or discharges that would have a significant effect on 
the environment in this state are subject to this division.

      (15) Projects undertaken by a local agency to implement a rule or regulation 
imposed by a state agency, board, or commission under a certified  
regulatory program pursuant to Section 21080.5. Any site-specific effect of 
the project which was not analyzed as a significant effect on the 
environment in the plan or other written documentation required by Section 
21080.5 is subject to this division.

   (c) If a lead agency determines that a proposed project, not otherwise exempt from 
       this division, would not have a significant effect on the environment, the lead 
       agency shall adopt a negative declaration to that effect. The  negative 
       declaration shall be prepared for the proposed project in either of the 
       following circumstances:
       (1) There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the 
           lead agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment.
       (2) An initial study identifies potentially significant effects on the 

environment, but (A) revisions in the project plans or proposals made by, or 
agreed to by, the applicant before the proposed negative declaration and 
initial study are released for public review would avoid the effects or 
mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant effect on the 
environment would occur, and (B) there is no substantial evidence, in light 
of the whole record before the lead agency, that the project, as revised, 
may have a significant effect on the environment.

   (d) If there is substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the lead 
agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment, an 
environmental impact report shall be prepared.

   (e) (1) For the purposes of this section and this division, substantial evidence 
           includes fact, a reasonable assumption predicated upon fact, or expert 
           opinion supported by fact.    
       (2) Substantial evidence is not argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion 

or narrative, evidence that is clearly inaccurate or erroneous, or evidence 
of social or economic impacts that do not contribute to, or are not caused 
by, physical impacts on the environment.

   (f)  As a result of the public review process for a mitigated negative declaration, 
       including administrative decisions and public hearings, the lead agency may 
       conclude that certain mitigation measures identified pursuant to paragraph (2) 
       of subdivision (c) are infeasible or otherwise undesirable. In those circumstances, 
       the lead agency, prior to approving the project, may delete those mitigation 
       measures and substitute for them other mitigation measures that the lead agency 
       finds, after holding a public hearing on the matter, are equivalent or more 
       effective in mitigating significant effects on the environment to a less than 
       significant level and that do not cause any potentially significant effect on 
       the environment. If those new mitigation measures are made conditions of project 
       approval or are otherwise made part of the project approval, the deletion of the 
       former measures and the substitution of the new mitigation measures shall not 



      

       constitute an action or circumstance  requiring recirculation of the mitigated 
       negative declaration.
   (g) Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other person 

from challenging, in an administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a 
condition of project approval imposed by the lead agency. If, however, any 
condition of project approval set aside by either an administrative body or 
court was necessary to avoid or lessen the likelihood of the occurrence of a 
significant effect on the environment, the lead agency's approval of the 
negative declaration and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review 
process shall be conducted before the project can be reapproved, unless the lead 
agency substitutes a new condition that the lead agency finds, after holding a 
public hearing on the matter, is equivalent to, or more effective in, lessening 
or avoiding significant effects on the environment and that does not cause any 
potentially significant effect on the environment.

21081.  Pursuant to the policy stated in Sections 21002 and 21002.1, no public agency 
shall approve or carry out a  project for which an environmental impact report has been 
certified which identifies one or more significant  effects on the environment that
would occur if the project is approved or carried out unless both of the following
occur:
  (a) The public agency makes one or more of the following findings with respect to 

each significant effect:
      (1) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the  

project which mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.
(2) Those changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction   

of another public agency and have been, or can and should be, adopted by 
that other agency.

(3) Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, 
    including considerations for the provision of employment opportunities for    
    highly trained workers, make infeasible the mitigation measures or    
    alternatives identified in the environmental impact report.

(b) With respect to significant effects which were subject to a finding under 
paragraph (3) of subdivision (a), the public agency finds that specific 
overriding economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits of the 
project outweigh the significant effects on the environment.

21081.6. (a) When making the findings required by paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) 
of Section 21081 or when adopting a mitigated negative declaration pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 21080, the following requirements shall 
apply:
       (1) The public agency shall adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the 

changes made to the project or conditions of project approval, adopted in 
order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment. The 
reporting or monitoring program shall be designed to ensure compliance 
during project implementation. For those changes which have been required or 
incorporated into the project at the request of a responsible agency or a 
public agency having jurisdiction by law over natural resources affected by 
the project, that agency shall, if so requested by the lead agency or a 
responsible agency, prepare and submit a proposed reporting or monitoring 
program.

       (2) The lead agency shall specify the location and custodian of the documents 
or other material which constitute the record of proceedings upon which its 
decision is based.

           



   (b) A public agency shall provide that measures to mitigate or avoid significant 
       effects on the environment are fully enforceable through permit conditions, 
       agreements, or other measures. Conditions of project approval may be set 
       forth in referenced documents which address required mitigation measures or, 
       in the case of the adoption of a plan, policy, regulation, or other public 
       project, by incorporating the mitigation measures into the plan, policy, 
       regulation, or project design.
   (c) Prior to the close of the public review period for a draft environmental 

impact report or mitigated negative declaration, a responsible agency, or a 
public agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the 
project, shall either submit to the lead agency complete and detailed 
performance objectives for mitigation measures which would address the 
significant effects on the environment identified by the responsible agency or 
agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the project, or 
refer the lead agency to appropriate, readily available guidelines or reference 
documents. Any mitigation measures submitted to a lead agency by a responsible 
agency or an agency having jurisdiction over natural resources affected by the 
project shall be limited to measures which mitigate impacts to resources which 
are subject to the statutory authority of, and definitions applicable to, that 
agency. Compliance or noncompliance by a responsible agency or agency having 
jurisdiction over natural resources affected by a project with that requirement 
shall not limit the authority of the responsible agency or agency having 
jurisdiction over natural resources affected by a project, or the authority of 
the lead agency, to approve, condition, or deny projects as provided by this 
division or any other provision of law.
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21082.   All public agencies shall adopt by ordinance, resolution, rule, or regulation,  
objectives, criteria, and procedures for the evaluation of projects and the preparation 
of environmental impact reports and negative declarations pursuant to this division. A 
school district, or any other district, whose boundaries are coterminous with a city,  
county, or city and county, may utilize the objectives, criteria, and procedures of the 
city, county, or city and  county, as may be applicable, in which case, the school 
district or other district need not adopt objectives, criteria, and procedures of its 
own. The objectives, criteria, and procedures shall be consistent with the provisions 
of this division and with the guidelines adopted by the Secretary of the Resources 
Agency pursuant to Section 21083. Such objectives, criteria, and procedures shall be 
adopted by each public agency no later than 60 days after the Secretary of the 
Resources Agency has adopted guidelines pursuant to Section 21083.

21082.1.  (a) Any draft environmental impact report, environmental impact report, 
negative declaration, or mitigated negative  declaration prepared pursuant to the 
requirements of this division shall be prepared directly by, or under contract to, a 
public agency.
   (b) This section is not intended to prohibit, and shall not be construed as 

prohibiting, any person from submitting information or other comments to the 
public agency responsible for preparing an environmental impact report, draft 
environmental impact report, negative declaration, or mitigated negative 
declaration. The information or other comments may be submitted in any format, 
shall be considered by the public agency, and may be included, in whole or in 
part, in any report or declaration.

   (c) The lead agency shall do all of the following:
       (1) Independently review and analyze any report or declaration required by this 
           division.
       (2) Circulate draft documents that reflect its independent judgment.
       (3) As part of the adoption of a negative declaration or a mitigated negative 
           declaration, or certification of  an environmental impact report, find that 
           the report or declaration reflects the independent judgment of the lead agency.
       (4) Submit a sufficient number of copies of the draft environmental impact 

report, proposed negative declaration, or proposed mitigated negative 
declaration, and a copy of the report or declaration in an electronic form 
as required by the guidelines adopted pursuant to Section 21083, to the 
State Clearinghouse for review and comment by state agencies, if any of the 
following apply:

           (A) A state agency is any of the following:
           (i)  The lead agency.
          (ii)  A responsible agency.
         (iii)  A trustee agency.
           (B)  A state agency otherwise has jurisdiction by law with respect to the 
                 project.
           (C)  The proposed project is of sufficient statewide, regional, or areawide 
                environmental significance as determined pursuant to the guidelines 
                certified and adopted pursuant to Section 21083
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21082.2  (a) The lead agency shall determine whether a project may have a significant 
effect on the environment based on substantial evidence in light of the whole record.
   (b) The existence of public controversy over the environmental effects of a 
       project shall not require preparation of an environmental impact report if 
       there is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record before the 
       lead agency that the project may have a significant effect on the environment.
   (c) Argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion or narrative, evidence which is 
       clearly inaccurate or erroneous, or evidence of social or economic impacts    
       which do not contribute to, or are not caused by, physical impacts on the       
       environment, is not substantial evidence. Substantial evidence shall include  
       facts, reasonable assumptions predicated upon facts, and expert opinion 
       supported by facts.
   (d) If there is substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the lead 
       agency, that a project may have a significant effect on the environment, an 
       environmental impact report shall be prepared.
   (e) Statements in an environmental impact report and comments with respect to an 
       environmental impact report shall not be deemed determinative of whether the 
       project may have a significant effect on the environment.

21083.   (a) The Office of Planning and Research shall prepare and develop proposed 
guidelines for the implementation of this division by public agencies. The guidelines 
shall include objectives and criteria for the orderly evaluation of projects and the 
preparation of environmental impact reports and negative declarations in a manner 
consistent with this division.
   (b) The guidelines shall specifically include criteria for public agencies to follow 

in determining whether or not a proposed project may have a "significant effect 
on the environment." The criteria shall require a finding that a project may 
have a "significant effect on the environment" if one or more of the following 
conditions exist:

       (1) A proposed project has the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 
           curtail the range of the environment, or to achieve short-term, to the 
           disadvantage of long-term, environmental goals.
       (2) The possible effects of a project are individually limited but cumulatively 

considerable. As used in this paragraph, "cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of an individual project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.

       (3) The environmental effects of a project will cause substantial adverse 
           effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly.
   (c) The guidelines shall include procedures for determining the lead agency pursuant 
       to Section 21165.
   (d) The guidelines shall include criteria for public agencies to use in determining 

when a proposed project is of sufficient statewide, regional, or areawide 
environmental significance that a draft environmental impact report, a proposed 
negative declaration, or a proposed mitigated negative declaration shall be 
submitted to appropriate state agencies, through the State Clearinghouse, for 
review and comment prior to completion of the environmental impact report, 
negative declaration, or mitigated negative declaration.

   (e) The Office of Planning and Research shall develop and prepare the proposed 
guidelines as soon as possible and shall transmit them immediately to the 
Secretary of the Resources Agency. The Secretary of the Resources Agency shall 
certify and adopt the guidelines pursuant to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with 



Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, which 
shall become effective upon the filing thereof. However, the guidelines shall 
not be adopted without compliance with Sections 11346.4, 11346.5, and 11346.8 of 
the Government Code.

   (f) The Office of Planning and Research shall, at least once every two years, 
review the guidelines adopted pursuant to this section and shall recommend 
proposed changes or amendments to the Secretary of the Resources Agency. The 
Secretary of the Resources Agency shall certify and adopt guidelines, and any 
amendments thereto, at least once every two years, pursuant to Chapter 3.5 
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code, which shall become effective upon the filing thereof. However, 
guidelines may not be adopted or amended without compliance with Sections 
11346.4, 11346.5, and 11346.8 of the Government Code.

The Guidelines that implement that California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
are enforced to institute a statewide policy of environmental protection.  

Projects for which there exist feasible and environmentally superior 
mitigation measures or alternatives should not be approved.
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21100. (a) All lead agencies shall prepare, or cause to be prepared by contract, and 
certify the completion of, an environmental impact report on any project which they
propose to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment.
Whenever feasible, a standard format shall be used for environmental impact reports.
   (b) The environmental impact report shall include a detailed statement setting 
       forth all of the following:
       (1) All significant effects on the environment of the proposed project.
       (2) In a separate section:
       (A) Any significant effect on the environment that cannot be avoided if the 
           project is implemented.
       (B) Any significant effect on the environment that would be irreversible if 
           the project is implemented.
       (3) Mitigation measures proposed to minimize significant effects on the 
           environment, including, but not limited to, measures to reduce the wasteful, 
           inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of energy.
       (4) Alternatives to the proposed project.
       (5) The growth-inducing impact of the proposed project.
   (c) The report shall also contain a statement briefly indicating the reasons 
       for determining that various effects on the environment of a project are  
       not significant and consequently have not been discussed in detail in the 
       environmental impact report.
   (d) For purposes of this section, any significant effect on the environment 
       shall be limited to substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse changes in 
       physical conditions which exist within the area as defined in  Section 21060.5.
   (e) Previously approved land use documents, including, but not limited to, general 
       plans, specific plans, and local coastal plans, may be used in cumulative impact  
       analysis.
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21104.   (a) Prior to completing an environmental impact report, the state lead agency 
shall consult with, and obtain comments from, each responsible agency, trustee agency, 
any public agency that has jurisdiction by law with respect to the project, and any city 
or county that borders on a city or county within which the project is located unless 
otherwise designated annually by agreement between the state lead agency and the city 
or county, and may consult with any person who has special expertise with respect to 
any environmental impact involved. In the case of a project described in subdivision (c) 
of Section 21065, the state lead agency shall, upon the request of the applicant, 
provide for early consultation to identify the range of actions, alternatives, 
mitigation measures, and significant effects to be analyzed in depth in the 
environmental impact report. The state lead agency may consult with persons identified 
by the applicant who the applicant believes will be concerned with the environmental 
effects of the project and may consult with members of the public who have made a 
written request to be consulted on the
project. A request by the applicant for early consultation shall be made not later than 
30 days after the determination required by Section 21080.1 with respect to the 
project.
(b) The state lead agency shall consult with, and obtain comments from, the State Air 

Resources Board in preparing an environmental impact report on a highway or freeway 
project, as to the air pollution impact of the potential vehicular use of the 
highway or freeway.

(c) A responsible agency or other public agency shall only make substantive comments 
regarding those activities involved in a project that are within an area of 
expertise of the agency or that are required to be carried out or approved by the 
agency. Those comments shall be supported by specific documentation.

21104.2.  The state lead agency shall consult with, and obtain written findings from, 
the Department of Fish and Game in preparing an environmental impact report on a 
project, as to the impact of the project on the continued existence of any endangered 
species or threatened species pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 2090) of 
Chapter 1.5 of Division 3 of the Fish and Game Code.

21105.  The state lead agency shall include the environmental impact report as a part 
of the regular project report used in the existing review and budgetary process. It 
shall be available to the Legislature. It shall also be available for inspection by any 
member of the general public, who may secure a copy thereof by paying for the actual 
cost of such a copy. It shall be filed by the state lead agency with the appropriate 
local planning agency of any city, county, or city and county which will be affected by 
the project.

21106.  All state agencies, boards, and commissions shall request in their budgets the 
funds necessary to protect the environment in relation to problems caused by their 
activities.
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CHAPTER 10.  NATURAL COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PLANNING ACT

2800.  This chapter shall be known, and may be cited, as the Natural Community 
       Conservation Planning Act.

2801.  The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(a) The continuing population growth in California will result in increasing demands 
    for dwindling natural resources and result in the continuing decline of the 
    state's wildlife.
(b) There is a need for broad-based planning to provide for effective protection and 
    conservation of the state's wildlife heritage while continuing to allow appropriate  
    development & growth.
(c) Natural community conservation planning is an effective tool in protecting 
    California's natural diversity while reducing conflicts between protection of the 
    state's wildlife heritage and reasonable use of natural resources for economic    
    development.
(d) Natural community conservation planning promotes coordination and cooperation among 
    public agencies, landowners, and other private interests, provides a mechanism by 
    which landowners and development proponents can effectively address cumulative 
    impact concerns, promotes conservation of unfragmented habitat areas, promotes 
    multispecies and multihabitat management and conservation, provides one option 
    for identifying and ensuring appropriate mitigation that is roughly proportional to 
    impacts on fish and wildlife, and promotes the conservation of broad-based natural 
    communities and species diversity.
(e) Natural community conservation planning can provide for efficient use and 
    protection of natural and economic resources while promoting greater 
    sensitivity to important elements of the state's critical natural diversity.
(f) Natural community conservation planning is a voluntary & effective planning process 
    that can facilitate early coordination to protect the interests of the state, the 
    federal government, and local public agencies, landowners, and other private parties.
(g) Natural community conservation planning is a mechanism that can provide an early 
    planning framework for proposed development projects within the planning area in 
    order to avoid, minimize, & compensate for project impacts to wildlife.
(h) Natural community conservation planning is consistent with, and will support, the 
    fish and wildlife management activities of the department in its role as the 
    trustee for fish and wildlife within the state.
(i) The purpose of natural community conservation planning is to sustain and restore 
    those species and their habitat identified by the department that are necessary to 
    maintain the continued viability of those biological communities impacted by human
    changes to the landscape.
(j) Natural community conservation planning is a cooperative process that often 
    involves local, state, and federal agencies & the public, including landowners 
    within the plan area. The process should encourage the active participation and 
    support of landowners and others in the conservation and stewardship of natural 
    resources in the plan area during plan development using appropriate measures, 
    including incentives.
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2802.  The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy of the state 
to conserve, protect, restore, and enhance natural communities. It is the intent of the 
Legislature to acquire a fee or less than fee interest in lands consistent with 
approved natural community conservation plans and to provide assistance with the 
implementation of those plans.

2809.  Any person, or any local, state, or federal agency, independently, or in 
cooperation with other persons, may undertake natural community conservation planning.

CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY: FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REGULATORY ACTION
Human activities, such as motor vehicle use, energy production and land development, also result in both direct and indirect 
emissions that contribute to highly elevated concentrations of GHGs in the atmosphere. 
(California Energy Commission, Inventory of California Emissions and Sinks: 1990 to 2004 (2006).)
Transportation (cars/vehicles) alone is estimated to account for nearly 40 percent of California‘s GHG emissions.
This rapid rate of increase in GHG emissions is causing a change in the composition of atmospheric gases that may cause life 
threatening adverse environmental consequences.

CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY states California is the worlds fifteenth largest emitter of GreenHouse Gases 
from human activity & natural resources & that CA is uniquely positioned to act to reduce GHG’s.

The Legislation found that the provisions of CEQA should be enacted so that the statute encourages local governments to make 
land use decisions that will help reduce GHG’s & help the state achieve its climate goals. 
The largest source of greenhouse gas emissions from human activities is from burning fossil fuels for electricity, heat, and 
transportation.  All which will increase if this project is approved.  

According to case law, the environmental impact report (EIR) is at "the heart of CEQA".
One alternative that a lead agency must usually consider is the no project alternative, that is, cancellation of the project and 
anticipated proposals of new projects in its place. Among all the alternatives, the EIR identifies the environmentally superior 
alternative; if the environmentally superior alternative is the no project alternative, the EIR identifies the environmentally superior 
alternative among the other alternatives.



https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CEQA/Purpose

• State agencies shall regulate the activities of private individuals,corporations, 
  and other public agencies whose activities may affect the environment shall 
  regulate to prevent environmental damage.

• Government agencies shall develop standards and procedures necessary to maintain, 
  protect, rehabilitate and enhance environmental quality, including fish and 
  wildlife populations and plant and animal communities.

• Projects carried out by public agencies shall be subject to the same level of 
  review as private projects requiring approval by public agencies.

• No projects which would cause significant environmental effects should be approved as 
  proposed if there are feasible alternatives or mitigation measures that would lessen   
  those effects.

• Environmental impact reports (EIRs) shall be used to provide full public 
  disclosure of the environmental impacts of a proposed project.

• EIRs shall include identification of all significant effects, alternatives, and 
  potential mitigation measures.

• Local agencies should integrate CEQA with other environmental review, planning,  
  and information gathering so as to cut costs and time and to apply the 
  conservation of financial, governmental, physical, and social resources towards 
  better mitigation.

• Identification of significant effects, alternatives and mitigation measures, as 
  well as comments from the public and public agencies, and relevant information   
  about significant effects should be made as early as possible in the process.

Failure to comply with CEQA to provide full disclosure of information during the  
CEQA process, which would result in relevant information not being presented to  

the public agency, would constitute prejudicial abuse of discretion leaving the 
project proponent open to possible lawsuits.

CEQA STATUTE AND GUIDELINES
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=77795&inline

BUILDING & SAFETY CUSTOMER CODE OF CONDUCT
http://ladbs.org/LADBSWeb/customer-code-of-conduct.jsf

LA COUNTY EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK
http://file.lacounty.gov/lac/cms1_113484.pdf


