
PLEASE READ
   SMALL LOT ORDINANCE “AMENDMENT”

The Reality So Far:

1)  The new revised documents to be used by decision-makers have not been shared prior to these 
meetings, rendering these hearings somewhat useless.  Where are the new Design and Development 
Standards for review, now?

2)  Nothing has changed.  There is no legal mechanism for a project to be denied based on poor 
design.

3)  The new Standards (whatever they might be) are still "discretionary" which means they won't be 
enforced, same as it is now.

4)  The only thing the revised Ordinance achieves is pushing back these (mostly awful) projects 5 
feet, and it now hands them the right to build a tall 6 foot fence extending into the front property line.

5)  Setbacks are NOT the #1 issue, project design is.  Non-conforming setbacks are the City's 
greatest vulnerability to legitimate legal challenge by neighbors.  This "fix" is a TROJAN HORSE.  It 
does nothing but pull the rug out from under neighbors making it nearly impossible to challenge the 
zoning inconsistencies.

6)  So-called improvements to the Standards (limited cantilevering, open to sky driveways, stepped-
back street facing units, etc.) are promised in the FAQ, but absent in the Ordinance = Not 
enforceable.

7)  The Adaptive Reuse section is useless.  Almost no properties will qualify as 5 bungalows or more 
on a single parcel is rare.  Nothing in this ordinance encourages infill behind an existing duplex, for 
example.

8)  Adaptive Reuse program is another TROJAN HORSE.  It has no tangible developer incentives, 
ensuring more demolition, not preservation.  There is no assurance in the language of the Ordinance 
that bungalows will be rehabbed instead of demolished and re-built at the same density (but could 
be taller w/ roof decks!)

9)  Height, character, roof-top decks and isolation from the neighborhood context are the primary 
concerns.  Nothing in this "fix" addresses these issues with any enforceable legal mechanism.  10% 
reduction in mass offered is pitiful.

10)  ADA compliance, homes with Air B'nB units built in to the design, proof of developer 
compliance with the Ellis Act, trash requirements, maintenance organizations, and use of garages as 
something other than parking a (working) car have gone completely unaddressed.

Please go to these hearings having done the homework.  They will take up 90% of the hearing time 
with a power point presentation of a bunch of nice ideas that are 100% unenforceable.  10% of the 
remaining time will be Q & A.  
Please don't waste time hollering about a specific project.  Everyone has a bad small lot nearby.  
Please focus on the failure of this "fix" and lack of enforceable mechanisms.



It is very important to attend at least one of these and MAKE SURE you sign in at 
the door, even if you are late.  
Low sign in is used as "proof" that there were few attendees and community 
concern is coming only from "the vocal minority."  

Each of these meetings are considered "hearings".  
Despite this, you will have almost no input opportunities because you will be stuck "hearing" 
them talk forever and then avoiding answering your questions.  
Submit your comments in writing on the comment cards that will be there (they always are).










